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Preface

Following the accession of the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan to the world trade
organization (WTO), and the ratification of the EU Jordan association agreement, the
need arises for taken strict measures to enhance and facilitate bilateral trade and
approximate the EU and Jordan legislations through applying a suitable and effective
legislative and organizational framework. By implementing the best international
practices in line with sanitary and phytosanitary measures, which improves the
Jordanian capability and competitiveness to export agricultural products to Eu &
International markets.

Accordingly, this second EU Jordan twinning project attempts to assist the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in its trade liberalisation process through developing a
Phytosanitary system in compliant with the EU and international standard. With close
focus on upgrade the current Phytosanitary inspection systems within the Ministry of
Agriculture (MoA) and National Center for Agricultural Research & Extension (NCARE)
throughout establishing a Trace Back system for fresh plants’ products, as well as
improving the harvest and post harvest capacities and practices.

This twinning project has been implemented for the 18 months starting in
mid Sep. 2011 and funded as a grant through the third phase of support to the
implementation of the Association Agreement and the neighborhood policy program.
The three components of the project worked to establish the national quality system
for fresh plant products, and enhance marketing practices to minimize the post
harvest losses, and provide a vision on empowerment of the specialized agricultural
extension services. The project also provided a comprehensive overview and clear
recommendations on improvement of eth national phytosanitary inspection system,
as well.

The main outcomes of the project are these informative manuals specialized
in the project activities, and the production of these manuals is a collective effort
made by the EU experts from Italy & Poland, with the contribution of the Jordanian
experts from the project team to adopt the project inputs and recommendations with
the Jordanian conditions. Accordingly, these manuals were prepared in this current
version to be easily used by the relevant agronomists, extension agents, farmers and
interested stakeholders.

By putting these manuals between your hands, we hope it will be useful as
able to provide the required recent information. We ask God Almighty to help.

General Secretary
Jordanian Project Leader
Dr Radi Al Tarawneh



Introduction

The Twinning Project “Capacity building for the Ministry of Agriculture in the
field of EU third country listing criteria for plants and their fresh products”(JO10/ENP-
AP/AG/12) has been carried out with the aim of improving the skills and knowledge of
all stakeholders involved in the agricultural sector in Jordan. To sustain the activities
of training in technical subjects and development of standardized administrative
procedures, several materials have been prepared with the contribution of both
European and Jordanian experts. We would like to acknowledge here their effort and
dedication. This booklet is one result of such activity.

A coordinated effort by both public and private sectors is required to enhance
the Jordan capacity of exporting to the EU and other countries in the world. The
implementation and correct application of standard control procedures is the basic
step necessary to assure that the agricultural practices, particularly for what concern
the control of pests and pathogens and the adoption of safe rules, are properly applied
by farmers. The farmers, on their own, have to understand that the awareness of
consumers about the impact of agricultural practices on the environment and human
health has increased. Consequently, a higher attention is posed on the safety of the
produces, particularly for fresh fruits and vegetables. This is reflected in the numerous
controls and analyses for imported goods, in the definition of production standards by
the retailers (e.g. GlobalGAP) and in the attention of the media to promote certified
and guaranteed products. The role of the agricultural advisors to support the farmers
in upgrading the agricultural practices is thus key to assure the use of modern and
safe production processes, in line with the legislation of importing countries.

We have developed the materials, of which this manual is a part, having in
mind such task. Therefore, the aspects of crop management that are affecting the
post-harvest quality in fruits and vegetable crops have received particular attention,
as well as the post-harvest practices influencing the marketing quality of produces.
Crop protection, fertilization, harvest indexes and marketing strategies are some
of the different aspects related to horticultural production that are associated to
the broader definition of quality. These are the subjects developed in the different
manuals prepared within the project.

We hope that the information contained in the manual will help the agricultural
advisors, the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture and the farmers in performing their
daily activities aiming at a better quality of the products for both the local and
international markets.

Dr Eligio Malusa and Dr Amani Khudeir
Resident Twinning Advisor (RTA) and RTA counterpart
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